MAR. 2.2006 i:01PM . TL&A 512-327-5452 



NO. 6241 P. 11 



REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3, 6-23, 25-38, 40-44, 46-48, and 50-52 are pending- Claims 2, 4, 5, 24, 39, 45, 
and 49 are canceled. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 1 1-12, 14, 19, 20-23, 28^38, 40^4, 46-48, and 50-52 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by Wang et al (USPN 6,602,1 14). Applicants respectfully 
disagree. However, the claims have been amended, rending the rejection moot. 

Applicants agree with the PTO that claims 3, 5-10, 13, 24-27, 39, 45, and 49 include 
allowable subject matter. The independent claims 1, 23, 28, 44, and 48 have been written to 
include allowable subject matter, Claim 3 has been written in independent form. 

Applicants also resubmit PTO Form SB/08B, removing the hyperlink from the non-patent 
literature citation. The amendment is a clerical amendment to a previously submitted 
Information Disclosure Statement. As such, Applicants do not believe that additional fees are 
due. Applicants respectfully request consideration of the cited non-patent literature reference. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is now in condition for 
allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to issue a Notice of Allowance for all 
pending claims. 
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Should the Examiner deem that any further action by the Applicants would be desirable 
for placing this application in even better condition for issue, the Examiner is requested to 
contact Applicants' undersigned attorney at the number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date John R. Schell, Reg. No. 50,776 

Agent for Applicants) 
LARSON NEWMAN ABEL 
POLANSKY & WHITE, L.L.P. 
5000 Plaza On The Lake, Suite 265 
Austin, Texas 78746 

(512) 327-5515 (phone) (512) 327-5452 (fax) 
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substitute for farm 1449/PTQ 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Uj© as m&ny stints as nocasaary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/304,569 



Maichl9, 2004 



David Wilkinson 



2723 



Lee D. Wilson 



1035-04342 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



ate 

No. 1 



Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, Journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, page(a), volume-Issue 
number(s) T publisher, city and/or country where published. 



A2 



Rima Moussa, Greene, Tweed & Co,, "Next-Generation Materials for CMP Retaining Rings" 



B2 



C2 



D2 



E2 



F2 



G2 



H2 



n 



n 



Examiner 
Signature 




Date f 
Considered j 


"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation b In conformance with MPEP 60S 


9. Draw line through Citation If not In conforms 


jnc© find not 



considered. Include copy of Chte form with nsrf commurdcatfon to appEcant 
1 Applicant* a unique dtaiJon deslgrtaflon number (optional). 2 Applicant la to place a check mark here if Engflah language TrarstatlQn ia attached. 
This collection of InforrnaUnn s required by 37CFR 1.38, Tha inform aiion Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to foe (and by the USPTO 
to process) an appDcatton. Confidentiality Is govern ad by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection la aeflmated to take 2 hours Co complete, including 
gathering, preparing, end submitting the completed application form Id the USPTO. Time wfll vary d Bp anting upon the Individual caea. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing thte burden, should ba sent to ihe Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and 
Tradamarlc Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO MOT SSNO FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. BoX 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need atetitenco In completing ihe torn call 1-B00-PTO-9189 (1-800*780-9199) and select option 2. 
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